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Introduction 

1. This matter comes before the Tax Appeals Commission (hereinafter “the Commission”) 

as an appeal against a refusal by the Revenue Commissioners (“the Respondent”) to 

allow the Appellant to avail of the Covid Restrictions Support Scheme (“CRSS”).   

2. CRSS was introduced by section 11 of the Finance Act 2020.  It amends the Taxes 

Consolidation Act 1997 (“TCA 1997”) by inserting two sections, section 484 and section 

485.    

3. Section 484 TCA 1997 sets out the objectives of the CRSS which it states are “to provide 

the necessary stimulus to the economy…. so as to mitigate the effects, on the economy, 

of Covid-19...”  

4. Section 485 TCA 1997 sets out the eligibility criteria and details of the scheme. It permits 

eligible businesses to make a claim to the Respondent for a payment known as Advance 

Credit for Trading Expenses (ACTE).   

5. Section 485 (24) TCA 1997 provides a right of appeal to the Commission where a 

Revenue Officer determines an entity does not meet the eligibility criteria for the scheme. 

In accordance with that section, the Appellant makes its appeal.   

Background 

6. The Appellant trades as  and its activities are the  

 The Appellant’s customers operate exclusively in the 

hospitality sector and consist of hotels, pubs and restaurants.   

7. The Appellant registered for CRSS on 18th December 2020.   

8. Following a review of the Appellant’s application for CRSS, the Respondent notified the 

Appellant on 23rd December 2020 that its business activities did not meet the eligibility 

criteria for registration. That letter concluded as follows: 

“If you still consider that you meet the qualifying criteria for the scheme, please respond 

within 10 working days setting out the basis for your eligibility and include any relevant 

documentation to support your application. If we do not hear from you within 10 working 

days, we will assume that you are not proceeding with your application to register for 

CRSS.” 

9. By way of reply the same day, the Appellant responded as follows: 
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“With regard to your query relating to qualifying criteria for CRSS, this company is 

solely engaged in  from the Hospitality Sector, 

and our clientele consists solely of pubs, restaurants and hotels. We have had NO 

INCOME since the initial shutdown in March 2020 except for approx.  in 

August/September as a result of the temporary lifting of the shutdown in July/August. 

We have claimed TWSS. I am attaching a list of Total Sales for the month of September 

to illustrate, and trust that you can expedite our registration to assist us at this crucial 

time.” 

10. On 11th January 2021 and 2nd February 2021, the Appellant sent a reminder to the 

Respondent seeking an update on its CRSS eligibility.   

11. By way of reply on 3rd February 2021, the Respondent issued the Appellant with a 

Determination Notice. This stated that the Appellant was deemed ineligible for registration 

under the CRSS as it failed to satisfy the necessary criteria that its business premises 

was required to prohibit or significantly restrict customers from accessing its premises.  

The Determination Notice concluded as follows: 

“In the event that you disagree with Revenue’s determination, the CRSS provisions in 

Finance Act 2020 include a right to appeal. However, should you opt to appeal, your 

appeal will need to include the relevant legislation upon which you will be relying to 

support your claim that you are eligible for the scheme. Any appeal can be sent directly 

to the Tax Appeals Commission (TAC) and must be made within 30 days of receipt of 

this determination notice. Information and guidance on how to make an appeal to the 

TAC is available at www.taxappeals.ie.  

While your business is not deemed eligible for the CRSS, I would direct you towards 

other supports put in place by Government that might be of benefit. These include the 

COVID Pandemic Unemployment Payment (PUP) and the Employment Wage Subsidy 

Scheme (EWSS).  

Businesses may also be eligible under the Debt Warehousing Scheme to ‘park’ certain 

VAT and PAYE (Employer) liabilities, excess payments received under the Temporary 

Wage Subsidy Scheme (TWSS), outstanding balances of self-assessed Income Tax 

for 2019 and Preliminary Tax for 2020”. 

12. On 16th February 2021, the Appellant exercised its right of appeal to the Commission and 

submitted its Notice of Appeal.  The appeal was heard remotely on 10th March 2023. 
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13.  (“the Appellant Director”) represented the Appellant at the appeal.  The 

Respondent was represented by Counsel, its solicitor and two members of its staff.  In 

considering this appeal, the Commissioner had the benefit of written and oral submissions 

made by both parties which are considered below. 

Documentation Presented to the Commission 

14. The Appellant provided the Commission with a copy of the following documentation: 

14.1. A copy of an information brochure which contained details of the Appellant’s 

products and the benefits associated with the use of those products.  

 

 which are positioned in the customer’s premises 

and explained details . 

The process operated on the basis of the Appellant’s customers or their staff 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

.  

14.2. The Terms and Conditions of the supply of the Appellant’s products to its 

customers.  These conditions provided  

 

 

 

  

14.3. A typical  Service Agreement with one of its customers.  This 

document sets out details of the  

and the  
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Submissions 

Appellant 

15. The Appellant opened its submissions by stating that its business address was “just” a 

registered office address and as such no business activity occurred at that premises. 

16. The Appellant submitted that as its product was situated on its customers’ premises and 

as , 

then the place where the Appellant operated its business was the location where those 

activities took place.   

17. As those premises were operated by entities in the hospitability sector and as that sector 

was required to close during the periods of Covid 19 restrictions, the Appellant submitted 

that it was also required to “prohibit or significantly reduce customers from accessing the 

business premises”. Given this position, the Appellant submitted that it satisfied the 

“premises requirement” necessary for CRSS eligibility. 

18. The Appellant submitted as its business was completely reliant on the hospitability sector 

that this had a catastrophic effect on its turnover to the extent that its turnover had 

decreased well in excess of the 75% required reduction.  If denied the relief, the Appellant 

submitted that this would be fundamentally unfair, as its customers were required to close 

during periods of lockdown which resulted in the turnover decline. 

19. The Appellant noted that Part 2 of Statutory Instrument No. 701 of 2020 – Health Act 

1947, (section 31A – Temporary Restrictions) (Covid-19) (No. 10) Regulations 2020 

[APPENDIX 2] (“the Statutory Instrument”)] included within the definition of an “essential 

service” the following: 

“  

 

   

20. However, the Appellant sought to differentiate its business activities from those included 

within that definition. The Appellant submitted that as its activities were an innovative 

solution which incorporated  

which necessarily takes place on the business premises of its hospitability customers, 

then it did not fall within the definition of  as detailed in the 

Statutory Instrument. 
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21. In conclusion, the Appellant submitted that as its business premises and those of its 

customers were identical, and as its business activities were conducted on those 

premises, then it met the requirements for it to have been required under Covid-19 

legislation to prohibit or significantly restrict their customers from accessing its premises.  

In addition, the Appellant submits it would be fundamentally unfair to deny it eligibility on 

the grounds that its business activities are an essential service and as such it was not 

required to close its business during periods of Covid restrictions.  Given this position, the 

Appellant submits that it fulfils the required conditions for CRSS eligibility and the 

Commission should uphold its appeal.  

Respondent 

22. The Respondent submitted as the activities of the Appellant were  

, the Appellant was mistaken in its belief that its activities were conducted 

on its customer’s premises. The Respondent submitted owing to the nature of the 

Appellant’s activities that it did not require a business premises, other than its registered 

office address, and as such this was where its business activities were conducted from.   

23. The Respondent stated in order for the Appellant’s appeal to succeed, it was necessary 

for it to establish that it was required to prohibit or substantially restrict its customers from 

accessing its business premises.  The Respondent submitted that as the Appellant’s 

business premises is the address of its registered office and as the Appellant did not 

provide the Commission with any evidence that customers ordinarily attended those 

business premises, then the Appellant’s appeal could not succeed.  

24. The Respondent stated that a number of restrictions were imposed by the Government 

on business owners during the Covid-19 pandemic and these were detailed in a 

publication titled “Resilience and Recovery 2020-2021 – Plan for Living with Covid-19”.   

Those restrictions required businesses, other than business which provided “essential 

products” or “essential services”, to remain closed for business during various periods 

throughout the pandemic. 

25. The Respondent stated that the Statutory Instrument contained details of what constituted 

an essential product and an essential service. The Respondent submitted that the 

definition of an essential service within the Statutory Instrument included  

   

26. Having regard to that definition (see paragraph 19 above which defines the meaning of 

“ ”) the Respondent submitted that the activities of the Appellant fell 
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“squarely” into those activities since it provided both  

  

27. The Respondent submitted that section 485 TCA 1997 was very specific about what 

constituted a “Covid restriction” and unless the Appellant could establish that its business 

had been required to close owing to a “Covid restriction”, then it did not meet the qualifying 

criteria for CRSS. The Respondent stated that the provisions of section 485 (1) TCA 1997 

specifically relates to restrictions made under section 5 and 31A of the Health Act 1947 

(as amended). The Respondent submitted that as the Appellant’s business activities were 

considered an “essential service”, and as such allowed to remain open, then the Appellant 

did not satisfy the legislative requirements to satisfy the Commission that “Covid 

restrictions” required the Appellant to have prohibited or significantly restricted members 

of the public from accessing its business premises. 

28. The Respondent further distinguished between the loss of trade owing to the effects of 

Covid-19, such as those brought about from reduced footfall to turnover having reduced 

owing to specific restrictions being placed on the operation of the business as a result of 

“Covid legislation”.  

29. In addition, the Respondent submitted that the Appellant failed to satisfy additional 

requirements to be entitled to CRSS registration.  In the first instance, the Respondent 

submitted that the Appellant’s turnover was required to have decreased by 75% of the 

2019 turnover level under section 485 (4) TCA 1997, but had not done so.  

30. The Respondent explained that it had analysed the Appellant’s Return of Trading Details 

(“RTDs”) for the period under appeal and noted that the Appellant’s turnover had only 

decreased by 49%.  “RTDs” are a filing obligation placed on Valued Added Taxation 

(“VAT”) registered taxpayers which requires them to file with the Respondent a 

breakdown of the supply of goods and services, imports and deductible inputs split across 

the various VAT rates during a financial year. The Respondent accepted that its 

percentage breakdown of the turnover reduction was estimated from those RTD returns 

but submitted that as the Appellant had not provided any figures which disagreed with its 

calculations, then this was evidence that the Appellant failed to satisfy the turnover 

reduction criteria. 

31. The Respondent advised that the Appellant was required to have its VAT returns and 

obligations complied with in accordance with section 485 (5) (d) TCA 1997 to be eligible 

for CRSS registration.  As it had VAT arrears of €10,755 in 2019 and €9,345 in 2020, the 
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Respondent submitted that the Appellant had not fulfilled this statutory requirement and 

this further prevented the Appellant’s appeal from succeeding. 

32. In addition, the Respondent stated that the Appellant was required to be eligible for a tax 

clearance certificate under the provisions of section 485 (5) (e) TCA 1997 to register for 

CRSS.  The Respondent submitted that as the Appellant did not hold such a certificate 

after 21st May 2021, then this resulted in it being ineligible for CRSS registration after that 

date.  

33. In summation the Respondent submitted that the Appellant failed to satisfy a number of 

criteria required under the legislation for CRSS eligibility.  In particular, the Respondent 

submitted that the Appellant failed to satisfy the requirement that it was required to 

prohibit or significantly restrict its customers from accessing its business premises, that 

its turnover had not decreased by the amount specified under section 485 (4) TCA 1997 

and as it had outstanding VAT liabilities and was only in possession of a tax clearance 

certificate for part of its claim period, it failed to satisfy the requirements under section 

485 (5) TCA 1997. In those circumstances, the Respondent submitted that the 

Commission should refuse the Appellant’s appeal. 

Material Facts 

34. The Commissioner found the following material facts from the documentary evidence, 

which were not contested by the Respondent, and are required eligibility conditions for 

inclusion on the CRSS: 

34.1. They Appellant intended to (and subsequently did) carry on business activities 

after the “Covid-19 restrictions” were lifted. 

34.2. The Appellant held a tax clearance certificate for the period 13th February 2019 

to 21st May 2021.  

35. In addition, the Commissioner found the following material facts from the evidence 

presented at the hearing: 

35.1. The Appellant’s business activity is t  

 to its customers which operate in the hospitability sector. 

35.2. The Appellant’s product is  and it is situated on its 

customers premises. 

35.3. The Appellant is paid a rental fee for its product and  
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35.4. The Appellant has a business address which it describes as its “registered office”. 

35.5. A determination notice issued to the Appellant from the Respondent on 3rd 

February 2021 denying eligibility under the CRSS.   

35.6. The Appellant did not comply with its VAT requirements during 2020 and 2021. 

35.7. The Appellant did not have a tax clearance certificate for periods after 21st May 

2021. 

Analysis 

36. The central issue to be determined in this appeal by the Commissioner is whether the 

Appellant was required as a result of applicable business restriction provisions to prohibit, 

or significantly restrict, members of the public from having access to its business premises 

which is a prerequisite for CRSS eligibility under section 485 TCA 1997.   

37. Section 485 TCA 1997 in itself is one of the more complicated sections of the TCA 1997. 

When combined with differing statues and statutory instruments, it is appreciated by the 

Commissioner that it is not transparent for members of the public to implement as 

illustrated in this appeal.   

38. The rules for statutory interpretation are set out in the judgment of McDonald J. in Perrigo 

Pharma International DAC v John McNamara, the Revenue Commissioners and ors. 

2020 IEHC 552 (“Perrigo”) where he summarised the fundamental principles of statutory 

interpretation at paragraph 74 as follows: 

“The principles to be applied in interpreting any statutory provision are well settled. 

They were described in some detail by McKechnie J. in the Supreme Court in Dunnes 

Stores v. The Revenue Commissioners [2019] IESC 50 at paras. 63 to 72 and were 

reaffirmed recently in Bookfinders Ltd v. The Revenue Commissioner [2020] IESC 60. 

Based on the judgment of McKechnie J., the relevant principles can be summarised 

as follows:  

(a) If the words of the statutory provision are plain and their meaning is self-

evident, then, save for compelling reasons to be found within the Act as a 

whole, the ordinary, basic and natural meaning of the words should prevail; 

(b) Nonetheless, even with this approach, the meaning of the words used in 

the statutory provision must be seen in context. McKechnie J. (at para. 63) said 

that: “… context is critical: both immediate and proximate, certainly within the 

Act as a whole, but in some circumstances perhaps even further than that”;  
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(c) Where the meaning is not clear but is imprecise or ambiguous, further rules

of construction come into play. In such circumstances, a purposive

interpretation is permissible;

(d) Whatever approach is taken, each word or phrase used in the statute should

be given a meaning as it is presumed that the Oireachtas did not intend to use

surplusage or to use words or phrases without meaning.

(e) In the case of taxation statutes, if there is ambiguity in a statutory provision,

the word should be construed strictly so as to prevent a fresh imposition of

liability from being created unfairly by the use of oblique or slack language;

(f) Nonetheless, even in the case of a taxation statute, if a literal interpretation

of the provision would lead to an absurdity (in the sense of failing to reflect what

otherwise is the true intention of the legislature apparent from the Act as a

whole) then a literal interpretation will be rejected.

(g) Although the issue did not arise in Dunnes Stores v. The Revenue

Commissioners, there is one further principle which must be borne in mind in

the context of taxation statute. That relates to provisions which provide for relief

or exemption from taxation. This was addressed by the Supreme Court in

Revenue Commissioners v. Doorley [1933] I.R. 750 where Kennedy C.J. said

at p. 766: “Now the exemption from tax, with which we are immediately

concerned, is governed by the same considerations. If it is clear that a tax is

imposed by the Act under consideration, then exemption from that tax must be

given expressly and in clear and unambiguous terms, within the letter of the

statute as interpreted with the assistance of the ordinary canons for the

interpretation of statutes. This arises from the nature of the subject-matter

under consideration and is complementary to what I have already said in its

regard. The Court is not, by greater indulgence in delimiting the area of

exemptions, to enlarge their operation beyond what the statute, clearly and

without doubt and in express terms, except for some good reason from the

burden of a tax thereby imposed generally on that description of subject matter.

As the imposition of, so the exemption from, the tax must be brought within the

letter of the taxing Act as interpreted by the established canons of construction

so far as possible.”

39. Section 485(1) TCA 1997 provides a number of definitions, one of which is "business

activity". A "business activity”, is defined as "in relation to a person carrying on a trade
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either solely or in partnership, means— (A) where customers of the trade acquire goods 

or services from that person from one business premises, the activities of the trade...”. 

40. Section 485(1) TCA 1997 further defines a business premises as: "...in relation to a

business activity a building or other fixed physical structure from which the business

activity is ordinarily carried on."

41. The Commissioner notes the Appellant’s submissions in which it states owing to the

nature of the services it provides, it is of the belief that its business activities are

conducted on its customers’ premises rather than at its own registered office address or

elsewhere.

42. The Appellant’s business activities may be summarised as 

. These activities

are confirmed by the Appellant’s own submissions and its supplied documentation which

confirms that its customers 

43. Although an element of the supplied service is conducted on the Appellant’s customer’s

premises, the Commissioner notes that does not include the full business activities of the

Appellant.  While the Commissioner finds that 

 In addition, the Commissioner notes that other essential parts of

the Appellant’s business activities, such as , administration and

sales and marketing, do not occur on the Appellant’s customer’s premises.  For those

reasons, the Commissioner finds that the business activities of the Appellant did not take

place at its customer’s premises but rather at its registered office address or some other

location.

44. The term “Applicable business restrictions” is defined in section 485(1) TCA 1997 as

"shall be construed in the manner provided for in the definition of ‘Covid restrictions

period’ in this subsection; Covid restrictions" pertain to: "Restrictions provided for in

regulations made under sections 5 and 31A of the Health Act 1947, being restrictions for

the purposes of preventing, or reducing the risk of, the transmission of Covid-19 and

which have the effect of restricting the conduct of certain business activity during the

specified period”.
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45. In essence what section 485 TCA 1997 provides for is that there is a “Covid restriction”.

That restriction is provided for in regulations, made pursuant to section 5 and 31A of the

Health Act 1947.

46. Those regulations (“the Regulations”) were introduced by a Statutory Instrument 701 of

2020, “Health Act 1947 (Section 31A - Temporary Restrictions) (Covid-19) (No. 10)

Regulations 2020 [Appendix 2].   On page 3 of those regulations, it states:

“PART 1 - Preliminary and General 

Citation, commencement and operation 

1. (1) These Regulations may be cited as the Health Act 1947...

2. These Regulations shall come into operation on the 31st day of December

2020 and shall have effect for the period beginning on that date and ending

on the 31st day of January 2021.”

47. Part 1 of the Regulations at page 3 provides an interpretation section and includes within

the definitions a definition of an “essential retail outlet” which is defined as a "service

specified in Part 2 of the Schedule”.

48. Part 2 of the Schedule set out on page 23 of the Regulations defines “Essential Services”

as including:

“… 

. 

… 

49. As the Appellant’s business provided goods and services of a type specified in Part 2 of

the Regulation Schedules, it was considered an essential service under those

Regulations.

50. Turning back to section 485 TCA 1997, section (1) defines a “Covid restrictions period”

as:
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"In relation to a relevant business activity carried on by a person means a period for 

which a person is required by the provisions of Covid restrictions to prohibit or 

significantly restrict members of the public from having access to the business 

premises in which the relevant business activity is carried on….” 

51. The key phrase under section 485 (1) TCA 1997 is that the business was “required by 

the provisions of Covid restrictions…”  to have been required to prohibit or significantly 

restrict members of the public from having access to its business premises and as the 

Appellant was considered to provide essential services, it did not fulfil this requirement.  

In addition, as stated above at paragraph 43, as the Appellant’s activities were not 

conducted at its customers’ business premises and as the Appellant was permitted to 

open its business premises as it was an essential service, this further confirms that the 

Appellant was not required to impose restrictions on access to its business premises.   

52. Section 485 (22) TCA 1997 provides that: 

“The Revenue Commissioners shall prepare and publish guidelines with respect to 

matters that are considered by them to be matters to which regard shall be had in 

determining whether— 

(a) there are provisions of Covid restrictions that prohibit, or significantly restrict, 

members of the public from having access to the business premises in which the 

relevant business activity of a person is carried on in a Covid restrictions period, or 

Covid restrictions extension period, as the case may be, and 

(b) as a result of the provisions referred to in paragraph (a), the turnover of the 

person in respect of the relevant business activity in the Covid restrictions period, 

or Covid restrictions extension period, as the case may be, will not exceed an 

amount that is 25 per cent (or less) of the relevant turnover amount.” 

53. Those guidelines were published by the Respondent on the 23rd October 2020 (and 

subsequently updated on various dates in 2021).  Paragraph 4.2.1 of those guidelines 

[Appendix 3] which endorses the Commissioner’s findings states: 

“The CRSS scheme is targeted at those businesses which, under the specific terms of 

public health restrictions, introduced in line with the Living with Covid-19 Plan, are 

required to prohibit or considerably restrict customers from accessing their business 

premises such that the business is required to temporarily suspend its activities or its 

business is significantly disrupted. Generally, this refers to restrictions at Level 3, 4 or 

5 of the Government’s Plan for Living with Covid-19 but certain businesses may qualify 
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for the support where lower levels of restrictions are in operation, and as a result they 

have had to temporarily suspend their business or they have been significantly 

disrupted as a result of having to prohibit or considerably restrict customers from 

accessing their business premises. The general public health guidelines around social 

distancing and related protective measures apply to society as a whole and are 

important and necessary measures for lowering the risk of transmission of Covid-19. 

However, these measures are not the level of Covid restrictions that are required to 

demonstrate eligibility for the CRSS. For the CRSS, the restrictions must require the 

person to either prohibit, or significantly restrict, customers from accessing their 

business premises [emphasis added].” 

54. Paragraph 4.2.4 of those guidelines continue:

“What if a business is not prohibited or significantly restricted from allowing customers 

to access its business premises but its customers base has significantly reduced 

because of Covid-19?  

The business must meet the requirement that it ordinarily operates from a fixed 

business premises and, under the specific terms of the Covid restrictions announced 

by the Government, customers of the business are prohibited, or significantly 

restricted, from accessing those business premises. It is not sufficient that the trade of 

a business has been impacted because of a reduction in customer demand as a 

consequence of Covid-19, or that the business supplies goods or services to another 

business that qualifies for the support because, under the Covid restrictions, that other 

business is required to temporarily close, or significantly reduce, its business activity. 

Example 7 

StockUp Limited is a wholesaler to the catering and restaurant industry. The company 

operates from a premises in Clones, Co. Monaghan and delivers to customers 

nationwide. Under the restrictions in place across the country, many of the customers 

in the restaurant trade have cancelled their upcoming orders. While StockUp Limited 

has spotted an opportunity for additional business in the delivery and take-away sector, 

the company is experiencing a significant drop in turnover in the interim. Whilst 

StockUp Limited has experienced a reduction in turnover as a result of Government 

restrictions impacting its customers, the business itself, is not subject to restrictions 

prohibiting or restricting customers to its business premises. Therefore, it does not 

meet the eligibility criteria”. 
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55. As is evident from the above example extracted from the guidelines which were available

at the time the Appellant submitted its CRSS claim, the Appellant was not eligible for

inclusion in the CRSS as the turnover of the business reduced as a consequence of Covid

19 and not as a result of “specific terms of the Covid restrictions announced by the

Government”.

56. For the purpose of completeness, the Commissioner notes that the Appellant did not fulfil

the requirements of section 485 (5) (d) TCA 1997, as it had outstanding VAT liabilities

and this would also have deemed it ineligible for supports under the CRSS. In addition,

as the Appellant only held tax clearance up to 21st May 2021, the Commissioner finds

that the Appellant did not fulfil the requirements of section 485 (5) (e) TCA 1997 and this

would have  deemed it ineligible for CRSS supports for  those periods after 21st May 2021.

57. The burden of proof lies with the Appellant in appeals made in accordance with section

485 (24) TCA 1997.   As confirmed by Charlton J at paragraph 22 in Menolly Homes v

Appeal Commissioners [2010] IEHC 49:

“The burden of proof in this appeal process is … on the taxpayer. This is not a plenary 

civil hearing…” 

58. The Commissioner finds that the Appellant has not discharged the burden of proof in this

appeal and finds that the Appellant has not shown that they were entitled to avail of the

provisions of section 485 TCA 1997.

59. During the course of the hearing the Appellant Director advised that  

60. However, owing to the Appellant’s submissions that it was unfair that it was unable to

register for and receive payments under the CRSS, the Commissioner considers a

reminder of the purpose of the CRSS may be of benefit to the Appellant which was set

out in a  previous Determination of the Commission1:

1 98TACD2022, page 30 at paragraph 37. 
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“The CRSS was introduced by the Government to provide 'targeted support for 

businesses directly impacted by public health restrictions with the result that they had 

to temporarily close or significantly restrict access to their premises'. As the scheme 

requires the business to have a premises to be deemed eligible for CRSS payments, 

it is evident that the intent of the legislator was to assist businesses which had a 

business premises defray the cost (rent payments, standing charges for utilities, etc.) 

of maintaining or retaining those premises which were either required to close or 

significantly restrict customers from accessing those premises." 

61. Turning to the Appellant’s submissions that the legislation is “fundamentally unfair”.  The

Commission is a statutory body created by the Finance (Tax Appeals) Act 2015.  Section

6(2) of the Finance (Tax Appeals) Act 2015 sets out the functions of Appeal

Commissioners appointed pursuant to that Act.  Appeal Commissioners therefore have

the jurisdiction set out in statute and do not have jurisdiction to consider or decide on the

constitutionality of legislation or to set aside a decision of the Respondent based on

alleged unfairness, breach of legitimate expectation or disproportionality, as such

grounds of appeal do not fall within the jurisdiction of an Appeal Commissioner and thus,

do not fall to be determined as part of this appeal.  This comes within the jurisdiction and

remit of the Courts.

62. In  Lee v Revenue Commissioners IECA 18, Murray J. held as follows:

“From the definition of the appeal, to the grounds of appeal enabled by the Act, to the 

orders the Appeal Commissioners can make at the conclusion of the proceedings, and 

the powers vested in them to obtain their statutory objective, their jurisdiction is 

focussed on the assessment and the charge. The ‘incidental questions’ which the case 

law acknowledges as falling within the Commissioners’ jurisdiction are questions that 

are ‘incidental’ to the determination of whether the assessment properly reflects the 

statutory charge to tax having regard to the relevant provisions of the TCA, not to the 

distinct issue of whether as a matter of public law or private law there are additional 

facts and/or other legal principles which preclude enforcement of that assessment.” 

63. Therefore, the jurisdiction of an Appeal Commissioner does not extend to the provision

of equitable relief and as such the Commissioner is unable to consider the Appellant’s

submissions which seek to establish that the legislation is unfair.
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Determination 

64. For the reasons set out above, the Commissioner determines that the Appellant has failed

in its appeal and has not succeeded in demonstrating its eligibility for inclusion in the

CRSS.

65. It is understandable that the Appellant and its director may well be disappointed with the

outcome of his appeal but the Commissioner has no discretion to deviate from the

legislation. The Appellant was correct to avail of its right of appeal and to check its legal

entitlements.

66. This Appeal is determined in accordance with Part 40A of the Taxes Consolidation Act

1997 and in particular, section 949 thereof. This determination contains full findings of

fact and reasons for the determination. Any party dissatisfied with the determination has

a right of appeal on a point of law only within 42 days of receipt in accordance with the

provisions set out in the TCA 1997.

Andrew Feighery 

Appeal Commissioner 

26 September 2023 
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Appendix 1 - Legislation and Guidelines 

Section 484 TCA 1997 – “Objectives of Section 485, purposes for which its provisions are 

enacted and certain duty of Minister for Finance respecting those provisions’ operation” 

provides: 

(1) (a) The objectives of section 485 are to— 

(i) provide the necessary stimulus to the economy (in addition to that provided 

by Part 7 of the Emergency Measures in the Public Interest (Covid-19) Act 

2020 and the Financial Provisions (Covid-19) (No. 2) Act 2020) so as to 

mitigate the effects, on the economy, of Covid-19, and 

(ii) if, as of 1 January 2021, no agreement stands entered into between the 

European Union and the United Kingdom (with respect to the future relations 

between them on the relevant matters), mitigate the effects on the economy 

which are apprehended may arise therefrom. 

(b) In paragraph (a) ‘relevant matters’ means the matters described in Part II of 

the Political declaration setting out the framework for the future relationship 

between the European Union and the United Kingdom3. 

(c)The purposes for which the several provisions of section 485 (in this section 

referred to as the ‘Covid Restrictions Support Scheme’) are, in furtherance of the 

foregoing objectives, enacted are: 

(i) in addition to the provision of basic mechanisms to fulfil those objectives, to 

ensure the efficient use of the Covid Restrictions Support Scheme so as to 

minimise the cost to the Exchequer of the scheme (so far as consistent with 

fulfilment of those objectives); 

(ii) to avoid, where possible, allocation of resources to sectors of the economy 

that are not in need of direct stimulus by means of the Covid Restrictions 

Support Scheme (and which sectors may reasonably be expected to be 

restored to financial viability and an eventual growth path by the indirect 

effects of the scheme); 

(iii) to protect the public finances through mechanisms for the discontinuance 

or amendment of one or more of the payments under the Covid Restrictions 

Support Scheme (or for their variation) in defined circumstances; 

(iv) to take account of the need to reflect changes in circumstances of 

persons who, as businesses, are persons in respect of whom payments 

under the Covid Restrictions Support Scheme are being made, in cases 
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where such persons avail themselves of other financial supports provided by 

the State; 

(v) to take account of changes in the State’s economic circumstances and the 

demands on its financial resources which may occur in the remainder of the 

current financial year and thereafter. 

(d) It shall be the duty of the Minister for Finance to monitor and superintend the 

administration of the Covid Restrictions Support Scheme (but this paragraph 

does not derogate from the function of the care and management conferred on 

the Revenue Commissioners by section 485(21)).  

(e) Without prejudice to the generality of paragraph (d), the Minister for Finance 

shall cause an assessment, at such intervals as he or she considers appropriate 

but no less frequently than every 3 months beginning on 13 October 2020, of the 

following, and any other relevant matters, to be made— 

(i) up-to-date data compiled by the Department of Finance relating to the 

State’s receipts and expenditure, 

(ii) up-to-date data from the register commonly referred to as the ‘Live 

Register’ and data related to that register supplied to the Department of 

Finance by the Department of Business, Enterprise and Innovation (whether 

data compiled by that last mentioned Department of State from its own 

sources or those available to it from sources maintained elsewhere in the 

Public Service), 

(iii) such other data as the Minister for Finance may consider relevant in 

relation to the impact from, and effects of, Covid-19 or the fact (should that be 

so) of there not being an agreement of the kind referred to in paragraph (a)(ii), 

and, if the following is commissioned, by reference to an assessment, on 

economic grounds, of the Covid Restrictions Support Scheme that may be 

commissioned by the Minister for Finance and any opinion as to the 

sustainability of the scheme expressed therein. 

(f) Following an assessment under paragraph (e), it shall be the duty of the 

Minister for Finance, after consultation with the Minister for Public Expenditure 

and Reform, to determine whether it is necessary to exercise any or all of the 

powers under subparagraphs (i) to (vi) of subsection (2)(a) so, as appropriate, 

to— 

(i) fulfil, better, the objectives specified in paragraph (a), or 

(ii)facilitate the furtherance of any of the purposes specified in paragraph (c), 

and, if the Minister for Finance determines that such is necessary, the powers 
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under one, or more than one, as provided in that subsection (2)(a), of those 

subparagraphs (i) to (vi) shall become and be exercisable by the Minister for 

Finance. 

(2) (a) Where the Minister for Finance makes a determination of the kind lastly 

referred to in subsection (1) (f), the Minister for Finance shall, as he or she 

deems fit and necessary— 

(i) make an order that the reference in the definition of ‘Covid restrictions’ in 

section 485(1) to restrictions provided for in regulations made under sections 

5 and 31A of the Health Act 1947 that are for the purpose of preventing, or 

reducing the risk of, the transmission of Covid-19 and which have the effect of 

restricting the conduct of certain business activity during the specified period 

shall be limited in such respects as are specified in the order (including, if the 

Minister for Finance considers appropriate, by the specification of a 

requirement, with respect to the restriction of certain business activity, that 

particular business activity must be affected by the restriction to a specified 

extent) and an order under this subparagraph shall make such additional 

modifications to the provisions of section 485 as the Minister for Finance may 

consider necessary and appropriate in consequence of the foregoing 

limitation, 

(ii) make an order that the day referred to in the definition of ‘specified period’ 

in section 485(1) as the day on which the period there referred to shall expire 

shall be such day as is later than 31 March 2021 (but not later than 31 

December 2021) as the Minister for Finance considers appropriate and 

specifies in the order, 

(iii) make an order that the percentage specified in section 485(4) (b) (i) shall 

be such a percentage, that is greater or lower than the percentage specified 

in that provision, as the Minister for Finance— 

(I) considers necessary to— 

(A) fulfil, better, the objectives specified in subsection (1) (a), 

or 

(B) facilitate the furtherance of any of the purposes specified in 

subsection (1) (c), 

And 

  (ii) specifies in the order, 

(iv) make an order that the percentage specified in subparagraph (i) (I) or 

subparagraph (ii)(I) of section 485 (7) (a) shall be such a percentage, that is 
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greater or lower than the percentage specified in that subparagraph (i)(I) or 

subparagraph (ii)(I), as the Minister for Finance— 

(I) considers necessary to— 

(A) fulfil, better, the objectives specified in subsection (1) (a), 

or 

(B) facilitate the furtherance of any of the purposes specified in 

subsection (1) (c), 

and 

(ii)  specifies in the order, 

(v) make an order that the percentage referred to in subparagraph (i) (II) or 

subparagraph (ii)(II) of section 485 (7) (a) shall be such a percentage, that is 

greater or lower than that percentage specified in that subparagraph (i)(II) or 

subparagraph (ii)(II), as the Minister for Finance— 

(I) considers necessary to— 

(A) fulfil, better, the objectives specified in subsection (1) (a), 

or 

(B) facilitate the furtherance of any of the purposes specified in 

subsection (1) (c), 

and 

(ii) specifies in the order, 

(vi) make an order either that subsection (8) of section 485  shall cease to be 

in operation on and from such day, or that the election referred to in 

paragraph (b) of that subsection, which that subsection enables a qualifying 

person to make, shall not be exercisable save in such circumstances, as the 

Minister for Finance— 

(I) considers necessary to— 

(A) fulfil, better, the objectives specified in subsection (1) (a), 

or 

(B) facilitate the furtherance of any of the purposes specified in 

subsection (1) (c), 

and 

(ii) specifies in the order, 
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and any matter that is provided for in the preceding subparagraphs is 

referred to in section 485(3) as a ‘modification’. 

(b) Where an order under subparagraph (i), (ii), (iii), (iv), (v) or (vi) of paragraph (a) is 

proposed to be made, a draft of the order shall be laid before Dáil Éireann and the 

order shall not be made unless a resolution approving of the draft has been passed 

by that House.   

Section 485 TCA 1997, “Covid Restrictions Support Scheme” provides: 

(1) In this section— 

“applicable business restrictions provisions” shall be construed in the manner 

provided for in the definition of ‘Covid restrictions period’ in this subsection; 

“business activity”, in relation to a person carrying on a trade either solely or in 

partnership, means— 

(a) where customers of the trade acquire goods or services from that person 

from one business premises, the activities of the trade, or 

(b) where customers of the trade acquire goods or services from that person 

from more than one business premises, the activities of the trade relevant to 

each business premises, 

and where customers of the trade acquire goods or services from that person 

other than through attending at a business premises, that portion of the trade 

which relates to transactions effected in that manner shall be deemed to 

relate to the business premises or, where there is more than one business 

premises, shall be apportioned between such business premises on a just 

and reasonable basis; 

“business premises”, in relation to a business activity, means a building or other 

similar fixed physical structure from which a business activity is ordinarily carried 

on; 

“chargeable period” has the same meaning as in section 321 (2); 

“claim period” means a Covid restrictions period, or a Covid restrictions extension 

period, as the context requires; 

“Covid-19” has the same meaning as it has in the Emergency Measures in the 

Public Interest (Covid-19) Act 2020; 
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“Covid restrictions” means restrictions provided for in regulations made under 

sections 5 and 31A of the Health Act 1947, being restrictions for the purpose of 

preventing, or reducing the risk of, the transmission of Covid-19 and which have 

the effect of restricting the conduct of certain business activity during the 

specified period; 

“Covid restrictions extension period” has the meaning assigned to it in subsection 

(2); 

“Covid restrictions period”, in relation to a relevant business activity carried on by 

a person, means a period for which the person is required by provisions of Covid 

restrictions to prohibit, or significantly restrict, members of the public from having 

access to the business premises in which the relevant business activity is carried 

on (referred to in this section as ‘applicable business restrictions provisions’) and 

is a period which commences on the Covid restrictions period commencement 

date and ends on the Covid restrictions period end date; 

“Covid restrictions period commencement date”, in relation to a relevant business 

activity, means the later of— 

(a) 13 October 2020, or 

(b) the day on which applicable business restrictions provisions come into 

operation (not having been in operation on the day immediately preceding 

that day); 

“Covid restrictions period end date”, in relation to a relevant business activity, 

means the earlier of— 

(a) the day which is three weeks after the Covid restrictions period 

commencement date, 

(b) the day that is specified in the Covid restrictions (being those restrictions 

in the terms as they stood on the Covid restrictions period commencement 

date) to be the day on which the applicable business restrictions provisions 

shall expire, 

(c)the day preceding the first day following the Covid restrictions period 

commencement date, on which the applicable business restrictions cease to 

be in operation (by reason of the terms in which the Covid restrictions stand 

being different from how they stood as referred to in paragraph (b)), or 
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(d) 31 March 2021, 

and, for the purposes of paragraph (c)— 

(I )the fact (if such is the case) that regulations made under sections 5 and 

31A of the Health Act 1947 are revoked and replaced by fresh regulations 

thereunder (but the applicable business restrictions provisions continue to 

apply to the relevant business activity) is immaterial, and 

(ii) the first reference in that paragraph to the terms in which the Covid 

restrictions stand is a reference to their terms as provided for in those fresh 

regulations; 

“partnership trade” has the same meaning as in section 1007; 

“precedent partner”, in relation to a partnership and a partnership trade, has the 

same meaning as in section 1007;  

relevant business activity” has the meaning assigned to it in subsection (4); 

“relevant geographical region” means a geographical location for which Covid 

restrictions are in operation; 

“specified period” means the period commencing on 13 October 2020 and 

expiring on 31 March 2021; 

“tax” means income tax or corporation tax; 

“trade” means a trade any profits or gains arising from which is chargeable to tax 

under Case I of Schedule D. 

(2) (a) Subject to subsection (8), where, in relation to a relevant business activity carried 

on by a person, applicable business restrictions provisions continue to apply, by 

reason of regulations made or amended under sections 5 and 31A of the Health Act 

1947, to the relevant business activity on the day after the end of a Covid restrictions 

period, the period for which those restrictions continue to so apply is referred to in 

this section as a ‘Covid restrictions extension period’, which period commences on 

the foregoing day (referred to in this section as a ‘Covid restrictions extension period 

commencement date’) and ends on the Covid restrictions extension period end date. 

(b)In this section, ‘Covid restrictions extension period end date’, in relation to a 

relevant business activity, means the earlier of— 
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(i) the day which is three weeks after the Covid restrictions extension period 

commencement date, 

(ii) the day that is specified in the Covid restrictions (being those restrictions in 

the terms as they stood on the Covid restrictions extension period 

commencement date) to be the day on which the applicable business 

restrictions provisions shall expire, 

(iii) the day preceding the first day, following the Covid restrictions extension 

period commencement date, on which the applicable business restrictions 

provisions cease to be in operation (by reason of the terms in which the Covid 

restrictions stand being different from how they stood as referred to in 

subparagraph (ii)), or 

(iv) 31 March 2021, 

and, for the purposes of subparagraph (iii)— 

(i) the fact (if such is the case) that regulations made under sections 5 and 

31A of the Health Act 1947 are revoked and replaced by fresh regulations 

thereunder (but the applicable business restrictions provisions continue to 

apply to the relevant business activity) is immaterial, and 

(ii) the first reference in that subparagraph to the terms in which the Covid 

restrictions stand is a reference to their terms as provided for in those fresh 

regulations. 

(c) Where, in relation a relevant business activity carried on by a person, 

applicable business restrictions provisions continue to apply, by reason of 

regulations made or amended under sections 5 and 31A of the Health Act 1947, 

to the relevant business activity on the day after the end of a Covid restrictions 

extension period, the period for which those restrictions continue to so apply is 

also referred in this subsection as a ‘Covid restrictions extension period’ which 

period commences on the foregoing day and ends on the Covid restrictions 

extension period end date. 

(3) The following provisions made in this section, namely: 

(a) the reference in the definition of ‘Covid restrictions’ in subsection (1) to restrictions 

provided for in regulations made under sections 5  and 31A of the Health Act 1947 

that are for the purpose of preventing, or reducing the risk of, the transmission of 
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Covid-19 and which have the effect of restricting the conduct of certain business 

activity during the specified period; 

(b) the specification of 31 March 2021 in the definition of ‘specified  period’ in 

subsection (1) as the date on which the period there referred to shall expire; 

(c) the specification of 25 per cent in subsection (4) (b) (i); 

(d)the specification of 10 per cent in subsection (7)(a)(i)(I) or (ii)(I); 

(e) the specification of 5 per cent in subsection (7) (a) (i) (II) or (ii) (II); 

(f) subsection (8) and the election referred to in paragraph (b) of it which a qualifying 

person is, by virtue of that subsection, enabled to make, 

shall, together with any other provision of this section that the following modification 

relates to, be construed and operate subject to any modification that is provided for in 

an order made undersection 485(2)(a) and which is in force. 

(4) (a) In this section— 

“average weekly turnover from the established relevant business activity” means 

the average weekly turnover of the person, carrying on the activity, in respect of 

the established relevant business activity for the period commencing on 1 

January 2019 and ending on 31 December 2019; 

“average weekly turnover from the new relevant business activity”, means the 

average weekly turnover of the person, carrying on the activity, in respect of the 

new relevant business activity in the period commencing on the date on which 

the person commenced the business activity and ending on 12 October 2020; 

“established relevant business activity” means, in relation to a person, a relevant 

business activity commenced by that person before 26 December 2019; 

“new relevant business activity” means, in relation to a person, a relevant 

business activity commenced by that person on or after 26 December 2019 and 

before 13 October 2020; 

“relevant business activity”, in relation to a person, means a business activity 

which is carried on by that person in a business premises located wholly in a 

relevant geographical region; 

“relevant turnover amount” means— 
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(i) where a person carries on an established relevant business activity, 

an amount determined by the formula— 

A x B 

where— 

A is the average weekly turnover from the established relevant business 

activity, and 

B is the total number of full weeks in the claim period, 

or 

(ii) where a person carries on a new relevant business activity, an amount 

determined by the formula— 

A x B 

where— 

A is the average weekly turnover from the new relevant business activity, 

and 

B is the total number of full weeks that comprise the claim period. 

(b) Subject to subsections (5) and (6), this section shall apply to a person who 

carries on a relevant business activity and who— 

(i) in accordance with guidelines published by the Revenue Commissioners 

under subsection (22), demonstrates to the satisfaction of the Revenue 

Commissioners that, in the claim period, because of applicable business 

restrictions provisions that prohibit, or significantly restrict, members of the 

public from having access to the business premises in which the relevant 

business activity of the person is carried on— 

(I) the relevant business activity of the person is temporarily 

suspended, or 

(II) the relevant business activity of the person is disrupted, 

such that the turnover of the person in respect of the relevant 

business activity in the claim period will be an amount that is 25 per 

cent (or less) of the relevant turnover amount, and 
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 (ii) satisfies the conditions specified in subsection (5), 

(hereafter referred to in this section as a ‘qualifying person’). 

(5) The conditions referred to in subsection (4) (b) (ii) are— 

(a) the person has logged on to the online system of the Revenue Commissioners (in 

this section referred to as ‘ROS’) and applied on ROS to be registered as a person to 

whom this section applies and as part of that registration provides such particulars as 

the Revenue Commissioners consider necessary and appropriate for the purposes of 

registration and which particulars shall include those specified in subsection (14), 

(b) for the claim period, the person completes an electronic claim form on ROS 

containing such particulars as the Revenue Commissioners consider necessary and 

appropriate for the purposes of determining the claim and which particulars shall 

include those specified in subsection (14), 

(c) for the claim period, the person makes a declaration to the Revenue 

Commissioners through ROS that the person satisfies the conditions in this section to 

be regarded as a qualifying person for that claim period, 

(d) the person has complied with any obligations that apply to that person in respect 

of the registration for, and furnishing of returns relating to, value-added tax, 

(e) the person is throughout the claim period eligible for a tax clearance certificate, 

within the meaning of section 1095, to be issued to the person, and 

(f) the person would, but for the Covid restrictions, carry on the business activity, that 

is a relevant business activity, at the business premises in a relevant geographical 

region, and intends to carry on that activity when applicable business restrictions 

provisions cease to be in operation in relation to that relevant business activity. 

(6) Where a relevant business activity of a qualifying person does not constitute a whole 

trade carried on by that person, then, for the purposes of determining whether the 

requirements in subsection (4)(b) (i) are met, the relevant business activity shall be 

treated as if it were a separate trade and the turnover of the whole trade shall be 

apportioned between the separate trade and the other part of the trade on a just and 

reasonable basis, and the amount of turnover attributed to the separate trade during 

the claim period shall not be less than the amount that would be attributed to the 

separate trade if it were carried on by a distinct and separate person engaged in that 

relevant business activity. 
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(7) Subject to subsections (10) and (11), on making a claim under this section, a 

qualifying person shall, in respect of each full week comprised within the claim 

period, be entitled to an amount equal to the lower of— 

(a) (i) where the qualifying person carries on an established relevant business 

activity, an amount equal to the sum of— 

(I) 10 per cent of so much of the average weekly turnover from the 

established relevant business activity as does not exceed €20,000, and 

(II) 5 per cent of any amount of the average weekly turnover from the 

established relevant business activity as exceeds €20,000, 

Or 

(iii) where the qualifying person carries on a new relevant business     activity, 

an amount equal to the sum of— 

(I) 10 per cent of so much of the person’s average weekly turnover from 

the new relevant business activity as does not exceed €20,000, and 

(II) 5 per cent of any amount of the person’s average weekly turnover 

from the new relevant business activity as exceeds €20,000, 

and 

(b) €5,000 per week, 

and any amount payable under this section is referred to in this section as an 

‘advance credit for trading expenses’. 

(8)   (a) Where, in relation to a relevant business activity carried on by a person— 

(i) applicable business restrictions provisions were in operation such that a 

qualifying person made a claim under this section in respect of a claim period and 

that claim, taken together with any claims made by the person immediately 

preceding that claim, is in respect of a continuous period of not less than three 

weeks, and 

(ii) those applicable business restrictions provisions cease to be in operation, 

then, where that qualifying person, within a reasonable period of time from the 

date on which the applicable business restrictions provisions cease to be in 

operation, resumes or continues, as the case may be, supplying goods or 

services to customers from the business premises in which the qualifying 
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person’s relevant business activity is carried on, that qualifying person may make 

an election under paragraph (b). 

(b) Where no part of the week immediately following the date on which the applicable 

business restrictions provisions ceased to be in operation in respect of a relevant 

business activity would otherwise form part of a Covid restrictions period or a Covid 

restrictions extension period, a qualifying person to whom paragraph (a) applies may 

elect to treat that week as a Covid restrictions extension period and may make a 

claim under this section in respect of that period. 

(9) A claim made under this section in respect of an advance credit for trading expenses 

shall be made— 

(a) subject to paragraph (b), no later than— 

(i) eight weeks from the date on which the claim period, to which the claim 

relates, commences, or 

(ii) if the date on which the qualifying person is registered as a person to whom 

this section applies (following an application which is made in accordance with 

subsection (5) (a) and within the period of eight weeks specified in subparagraph 

(i)) falls on a date subsequent to the expiry of the period of eight weeks so 

specified, three weeks from the date on which the person is so registered, 

and 

(b)in the case of a claim made under this section that is referred to in subsection (8), 

no later than eight weeks from the date on which the applicable business restrictions 

provisions concerned cease to be in operation. 

(10)  Where, for any week comprised within a claim period, a person is a qualifying person 

in relation to more than one relevant business activity carried on from the same 

business premises, and a claim is made in relation to each relevant business activity, 

the amount the qualifying person shall be entitled to claim under this section in 

respect of all of those relevant business activities for any weekly period shall not 

exceed the amount specified in subsection (7)(b) and subsection (7) shall apply with 

any necessary modifications to give effect to this subsection. 

(11) (a) Where a relevant business activity in respect of which a person is a qualifying 

person is carried on as the whole or part of a partnership trade, then any claim made 

under this section for an advance credit for trading expenses in respect of the 
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relevant business activity shall be made by the precedent partner on behalf of the 

partnership and each of the partners in that partnership and the maximum amount of 

any such claim made in respect of the relevant business activity in any weekly period 

shall not exceed the lower of the amounts specified in subsection (7)(a)(i) or (a)(ii), 

as the case may be. 

(b) Where a claim is made under this section by a precedent partner for an advance 

credit for trading expenses in respect of a relevant business activity carried on as the 

whole or part of a partnership trade then— 

(i)  for the purposes of subsections (15) and (16), each partner shall be deemed 

to have claimed, in respect of that partner’s several trade, a portion of the 

advance credit for trading expenses calculated as— 

A x B 

where— 

A is the advance credit for trading expenses claimed by the precedent partner, 

and 

B is the partnership percentage at the commencement of the claim period, 

(ii)  the precedent partner shall, in respect of each such claim, provide a 

statement to each partner in the partnership containing the following particulars— 

(I) the partnership name and its business address, 

(II) the amount of advance credit for trading expenses claimed by the 

precedent partner on behalf of the partnership and each partner, 

(III) the profit percentage for each partner, 

(IV) the portion of the advance credit for trading expenses allocated to each 

partner, 

(V) the commencement and cessation date of the claim period, and 

(VI) the chargeable period of the partnership trade in which the claim period 

commences, 

(iii) for the purposes of subsections (17) and (18), references to a person making 

a claim shall be taken as references to the precedent partner making the claim on 

behalf of the partnership and each of its partners, and 
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(iv)  for the purposes of subsection (19), section 1077E shall apply as if 

references to a person were references to each partner and the references to a 

claim were a reference to a claim deemed to have been made by each partner 

under subparagraph (i). 

(12) Any reference to ‘turnover’ in this section means any amount recognised as turnover 

in a particular period of time in accordance with the correct rules of commercial 

accounting, except for any amount recognised as turnover in that particular period of 

time due to a change in accounting policy. 

(13) Where a person makes a claim for an advance credit for trading expenses under this 

section, in computing the amount of the profits or gains of the trade, to which the 

relevant business activity relates, for the chargeable period in which the claim period 

commences, the amount of any disbursement or expense which is allowable as a 

deduction, having regard to section 81, shall be reduced by the amount of the 

advance credit for trading expenses and the advance credit for trading expenses 

shall not otherwise be taken into account in computing the amount of the profits or 

gains of the trade for that chargeable period. 

(14) (a)The particulars referred to in paragraphs (a) and (b) of subsection (5) are those 

particulars the Revenue Commissioners consider necessary and appropriate for the 

purposes of determining a claim made under this section, including— 

(i)   in relation to a qualifying person— 

(I) name, 

(II) address, including Eircode, and 

(III) tax registration number, 

and 

(ii) in relation to a relevant business activity— 

(I) name under which the business activity is carried on, 

(II) a description of the business activity, 

(III) address, including Eircode, of the business premises where the business 

activity is carried on, 

(IV) where the business activity was commenced prior to 26 December 2019, 

the average weekly turnover of the qualifying person in respect of the 
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business activity in the period commencing on 1 January 2019 and ending on 

31 December 2019, 

(V) where a trade is carried on in more than one business premises, the 

turnover of the qualifying person in respect of the business premises, to which 

the relevant business activity relates, in the period commencing on 1 January 

2019 and ending on 31 December 2019, 

(VI) where a business activity is a new relevant business activity, the date of 

commencement of the activity and the amount of turnover in respect of the 

new business activity beginning on the date of commencement and ending on 

12 October 2020, 

(VII) the average weekly turnover in respect of an established relevant 

business activity or a new relevant business activity, as the case may be, 

(VIII) in respect of tax, within the meaning of section 2 of the Value-Added 

Tax Consolidation Act 2010, for the taxable periods comprised within the 

period of time referred to in clauses (IV) and (VI) the amount of tax that 

became due in accordance with section 76 (1) (a) (i) of the Value-Added Tax 

Consolidation Act 2010,  

(IX) such other total income excluding the relevant business turnover in 

respect of the total tax returned in respect of section 76 (1) (a) (i) of the 

Value-Added Tax Consolidation Act 2010,  for the taxable periods comprised 

within the period of time referred to in clause (IV) or (VI), 

(X) expected percentage reduction in turnover of the qualifying person in 

respect of the business activity in the claim period, and 

(XI) such other particulars, as the Revenue Commissioners may require. 

(b) Subsequent to receiving the information requested under this section, the 

Revenue Commissioners may seek further particulars or evidence for the 

purposes of determining the claim. 

(15) Where a company makes a claim under this section in respect of a claim period and 

it subsequently transpires that the claim was not one permitted by this section to be 

made, and the company has not repaid the amount as required by subsection 

(17)(a)(II)— 
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(a)the company shall be charged to tax under Case IV of Schedule D for the 

chargeable period in which the claim period commences, on an amount equal to 4 

times so much of the amount under this section as was not so permitted to be made, 

and 

(b) an amount chargeable to tax under this subsection shall be treated as income 

against which no loss, deficit, credit, expense or allowance may be set off, and shall 

not form part of the income of a company for the purposes of calculating a surcharge 

under section 440. 

(16) (a) Where an individual makes a claim under this section in respect of a claim period 

and it subsequently transpires that the claim was not one permitted by this section to 

be made, and the individual has not repaid the amount as required by subsection 

(17)(a)(II), the individual shall be deemed to have received an amount of income 

equal to 5 times so much of the amount under this section as was not so permitted to 

be made (referred to in this subsection as the ‘unauthorised amount’). 

(b) The unauthorised amount shall, notwithstanding any other provision of the Tax 

Acts, be deemed to be an amount of income, arising on the first day of the claim 

period that is chargeable to income tax under Case IV of Schedule D. 

(c) Where the taxable income of an individual includes an amount pursuant to 

paragraph (b), the part of the taxable income equal to that amount shall be 

chargeable to income tax at the standard rate in force at the time of the payment of 

the advance credit for trading expenses but shall not— 

(i) form part of the reckonable earnings chargeable to an amount of Pay Related 

Social Insurance Contributions under the Social Welfare Acts, and 

(ii) be an amount on which a levy or charge is required, by or under Part 18D. 

(d) Notwithstanding section 458 or any other provision of the Tax Acts, in calculating 

the tax payable (within the meaning of Part 41A) on the unauthorised amount under 

this subsection, there shall be allowed no deduction, relief, tax credit or reduction in 

tax. 

(e) In applying section 188 or Chapter 2A of Part 15, no account shall be taken of any 

income deemed to arise under this subsection or any income tax payable on that 

income. 



36 
 
 

(17)  (a) Where subsequent to a person making a claim under this section, it transpires 

that - 

 (i) the requirements in subsection (4) (b) are not met (and a claim in respect of 

which those requirements are not met is referred to hereafter in this subsection 

as an ‘invalid claim’), or 

(ii) the amount claimed exceeds the amount the person is entitled to claim under 

this section (and a claim to which this subparagraph applies is referred to 

hereafter in this subsection as an ‘overclaim’), 

then the person shall, without unreasonable delay— 

(I) notify the Revenue Commissioners of the invalid claim or   overclaim, as the 

case may be, and 

(II) repay to the Revenue Commissioners— 

(A) in respect of an invalid claim, the amount paid in respect of that claim, 

(B) in respect of an overclaim, the amount by which the amount paid in 

respect of that claim exceeds the amount the person is entitled to claim 

(hereafter referred to in this section as the ‘excess amount’). 

(b) Where a person makes a claim under this section in respect of a claim period and 

it subsequently transpires that the claim is an invalid claim or an overclaim, as the 

case may be— 

(i) then, subject to subparagraph (ii), the amount of the advance credit for trading 

expenses paid by the Revenue Commissioners in respect of the invalid claim, or 

the amount of the advance credit for trading expenses overpaid by the Revenue 

Commissioners in respect of an overclaim, as the case may be, shall carry 

interest as determined in accordance with section 1080 (2) (c)  as if a reference 

to the date when the tax became due and payable were a reference to the date 

the amount was paid by the Revenue Commissioners, and 

(ii)where the invalid claim or overclaim, as the case may be, was made neither 

deliberately nor carelessly (within the meaning of section 1077E ) and the person 

complies with the requirements of paragraph (a)(II), the amount repaid to the 

Revenue Commissioners in respect of the invalid claim or overclaim, as the case 

may be, shall carry interest as determined in accordance with section 1080(2)(c)  
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as if a reference to the date when the tax became due and payable were a 

reference to the date paragraph (a) is complied with. 

(c) Paragraph (b) shall apply to tax payable on unauthorised amounts under 

subsections (15) and (16) as it applies to overpayments arising on invalid or 

overclaims. 

(18) (a) For the purposes of this subsection, ‘claim’ and ‘overpayment’ shall have the 

same meanings respectively as they have in subsection (1) of section 960H. 

(b) In this subsection, a claim period is a ‘reduced claim period’ where— 

(i) in the case of a claim period which is a Covid restrictions period, the claim 

period ends on a date as provided for (in relation to that Covid restrictions period) 

by paragraph (c) of the definition of ‘Covid restrictions period end date’ in 

subsection (1), and such date precedes the date that had been specified in the 

Covid restrictions (being those restrictions in the terms as they stood on the 

Covid restrictions period commencement date) to be the date on which the 

applicable business restrictions provisions shall expire, and 

(ii) in the case of a claim period which is a Covid restrictions extension period, the 

claim period ends on a date as provided for (in relation to that Covid restrictions 

extension period) by subsection (2) (b)(iii), and such date precedes the date that 

had been specified in the Covid restrictions (being those restrictions in the terms 

as they stood on the Covid restrictions extension period commencement date) to 

be the date on which the applicable business restrictions provisions shall expire. 

(c) Where a qualifying person makes an overclaim in respect of a reduced claim 

period, the Revenue Commissioners shall be entitled to recover the excess amount 

from the person in accordance with paragraph (d) where the following conditions are 

met: 

(i) the claim is made before the end of the claim period; and 

(ii) the claim is an overclaim solely by reason of the fact that the claim period is a 

reduced claim period. 

(d) The Revenue Commissioners shall be entitled to recover the excess amount 

referred to in paragraph (c) by— 
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(i) setting the amount of an advance credit for trading expenses that the person is 

entitled to be paid in accordance with subsection (7) or (8) against the excess 

amount, or 

(ii)where, after the end of the specified period, a repayment is due to the person 

in respect of a claim or overpayment, setting the amount of the repayment 

against the excess amount. 

(e) Where the conditions referred to in paragraph (c) are met and the excess amount 

is recovered by the Revenue Commissioners in accordance with paragraph (d) within 

a reasonable period of time from the end of the specified period, the excess amount 

shall not be an unauthorised amount under subsection (15) or (16), as the case may 

be. 

(f) Where the conditions referred to in paragraph (c) are met, the excess amount 

shall carry interest as determined in accordance with section 1080 (2) (c) as if the 

reference to the date when the tax became due and payable were a reference to the 

day after the day on which the specified period ends. 

(19) Any claim made under this section shall be deemed for the purposes of section 

1077E to be a claim in connection with a credit and, for the purposes of determining 

an amount in accordance with section 1077E (11) or 1077E (12), a reference to an 

amount of tax that would have been payable for the relevant periods by the person 

concerned shall be read as if it were a reference to a claim in respect of a claim 

period made in connection with subsection (7). 

(20) A person shall, without prejudice to any other penalty to which the person may be 

liable, be guilty of an offence under this section if the person— 

(a) knowingly or wilfully delivers any incorrect return or statement, or knowingly or 

wilfully furnishes any incorrect information, in connection with the operation of this 

section or the eligibility for the advance credit for trading expenses in relation to any 

person, or 

(b) knowingly aids, abets, assists, incites or induces another person to make or 

deliver knowingly or wilfully any incorrect return or statement, or knowingly or wilfully 

furnish any incorrect information in connection with the operation of this section or 

the eligibility for the advance credit for trading expenses in relation to any person, 

and 
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the provisions of subsections (3) to (10) of section 1078, and section 1079, shall, with 

any necessary modifications, apply for the purposes of this subsection as they apply 

for the purposes of offences in relation to tax within the meaning of section 1078. 

(21)  The administration of this section shall be under the care and management of the 

Revenue Commissioners and section 849 shall apply for this purpose with any 

necessary modifications as it applies in relation to tax within the meaning of that 

section. 

(22)    The Revenue Commissioners shall prepare and publish guidelines with respect to 

matters that are considered by them to be matters to which regard shall be had in 

determining whether— 

(a) there are provisions of Covid restrictions that prohibit, or significantly restrict, 

members of the public from having access to the business premises in which the 

relevant business activity of a person is carried on in a Covid restrictions period, or 

Covid restrictions extension period, as the case may be, and 

(b) as a result of the provisions referred to in paragraph (a), the turnover of the 

person in respect of the relevant business activity in the Covid restrictions period, or 

Covid restrictions extension period, as the case may be, will not exceed an amount 

that is 25 per cent (or less) of the relevant turnover amount. 

(23) Notwithstanding any obligations imposed on the Revenue Commissioners under 

section 851A or any other enactment in relation to the confidentiality of taxpayer 

information (within the meaning of that section), the details referred to in clauses (I) 

and (III) of subsection (14) (a) (ii) shall, for all persons to whom an advance credit for 

trading expenses has been paid by the Revenue Commissioners under this section, 

be published on the website of the Revenue Commissioners. 

(24) (a) Where a Revenue officer determines that a person is not a qualifying person 

within the meaning of subsection (4) (b), the Revenue officer shall notify the person 

in writing accordingly. 

(b) A person aggrieved by a determination under paragraph (a), may appeal the 

determination to the Appeal Commissioners, in accordance with section 949l, within 

the period of 30 days after the date on the notice of the determination. 

(c) Where the Appeal Commissioners determine that a person is a qualifying person 

within the meaning of subsection (4)(b), the 8 week period specified in subsection 
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(9), shall commence in respect of such a person on the date that determination is 

issued. 

(d) The reference to the Tax Acts in paragraph (a) of the definition of ‘Acts’ in section 

949A shall be read as including a reference to this section. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



�� �������������	
������
��
������������������������������������������������������������������� ����	�
�!���"����#�����������	��	�
�$� ��%	&"��$� 
�
��'$���(����	�
��)')'���� �

Appendix 2



���������� �	
	���	�
��������������������������
������
����������������� ������
��
���!����"
#���!����	���!���$%���
����������
&���������#������ &��'(')*+,���,��+-.*/&�'(�+0+,1')+����*/+�2�3+,)�1�(�+,,+4��(�5+�67�)+1*'�()�8�-(4������'()+,*+4�67�)+1*'�(�������*/+��+-.*/���,+)+,9-*'�(�-(4��,�*+1*'�(�-(4��*/+,��5+,:+(17��+-);,+)�'(�*/+��;6.'1�
(*+,+)*!��1*���������	����������!!����*/+��+-.*/��1*����
����	��<�������
!�-(4��� �-!�/-9'(:�,+:-,4�*��*/+�'55+4'-*+&�+01+2*'�(-.�-(4�5-('�+)*�,')=�2�)+4�*��/;5-(�.'�+�-(4�2;6.'1�/+-.*/�67�*/+�)2,+-4������9'4����-(4�*��*/+�5-**+,)�)2+1'�'+4�'(�);6)+1*'�(���!����)+1*'�(����&�-(4��6!�/-9'(:�1�();.*+4�3'*/�*/+��'(')*+,���,��,-()2�,*&�*/+��'(')*+,���,��(*+,2,')+&��,-4+�-(4��52.�75+(*&�*/+��'(')*+,���,�>'(-(1+&�*/+��'(')*+,���,�?;)*'1+�-(4�*/+��'(')*+,���,���;,')5&��;.*;,+&��,*)&�$-+.*-1/*&��2�,*�-(4��+4'-&�/+,+67�5-=+�*/+���..�3'(:�,+:;.-*'�()@�� �

ABCDEF�BG�CHF�IJKDLM�BG�CHDN�OCJCPCBQR�SLNCQPIFLC�TJN�UPVWDNHFX�DL�YZ[\]�̂\_\̀\a\bc�d_�8CH�eJLPJQRf�����g��



���������� �	
������
��������������
�
�������������������
��
�
���������
��������������� !"#"�$"%&'()*+,#�-(.�/"�0*)"1�(#�)!"�2"(')!�30)��456��7"0)*+,���3�8� "-9+:(:.�$"#):*0)*+,#���;+<*18�4���=+���>��$"%&'()*+,#�?>?>���?�� !"#"�$"%&'()*+,#�#!(''�0+-"�*,)+�+9":()*+,�+,�)!"���#)�1(.�+@�A"0"-/":�?>?>�(,1�#!(''�!(<"�"@@"0)�@+:�)!"�9":*+1�/"%*,,*,%�+,�)!()�1()"�(,1�",1*,%�+,�)!"���#)�1(.�+@�B(,&(:.�?>?����

C��������?�� !"�2"(')!�30)��456��7"0)*+,���3�8� "-9+:(:.�$"#):*0)*+,#���;+<*18�4���=+��4��$"%&'()*+,#�?>?>��7�D��=+��EF>�+@�?>?>��(:"�:"<+G"1���H��
���
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���������	
��	��
���������	��������

���
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��������� !��"#$$%�&'(()*+�,-.�/011'*+�23�0�/045�6107*�28*106'39�412$�+*80106*�(#+'3*++�81*$'+*+:�23*�)2/06*7�'3�,*66*1;*33%�037�6<*�26<*1�'3�=)'92�62>3?��@*/0#+*�6<*�/04*+�01*�28*106*7�412$�+*80106*�(#+'3*++�81*$'+*+:�6<*%�01*�61*06*7�0+�+*80106*�1*)*A036�(#+'3*++�0/6'A'6'*+�421�6<*�8#182+*+�24�6<*�BC==?����DEFFG�HIJJKLM�NLOOLPQLRRG�STUV��WX�YZ[�\[]̂�[X_[_�̀a�b[c[de[̂�fgahi�YĵXkl[̂�mk̂�YZ[�n[YY[̂o[XX\�c]mp�q]r�sahtiggg�u*v/)#7'39�wx-y?��x+�24�z��{/62(*1�|�|��u6<*�706*�6<*�BC==�>0+�0332#3/*7y:�1*+61'/6'23+�#37*1�6<*�,'A'39�>'6<�B2A'7}z~��)03�01*�'3�8)0/*�421�B2?�.23*90)�01*�*v8*/6*7�62�+60%�'3�8)0/*�#36')���.*/*$(*1:�06�><'/<�82'36�6<*�+'6#06'23�>'))�(*�1*A'*>*7�(%�6<*��2A*13$*36?��'3�6<'+�8*1'27�24�1*+61'/6'23+:�6<*�/045�/03�+60%�28*3�421�60;*}0>0%�037�7*)'A*1%�23)%?���2>*A*1:�6<*�/045�<0+�0�6<1'A'39�60;*}0>0%�+*1A'/*?��x+�0�1*+#)6:�"#$$%�&'(()*+�,-.�*v8*/6+�6<06�><')*�6#132A*1�'3�8*1'27�24�1*+61'/6'23+�>'))�(*�1*7#/*7:�'6�>'))�326�(*�)*++�6<03�|���24�6<*�1*)*A036�6#132A*1�0$2#36�421�6<*�/04*?����DEFFG�HIJJKLM��KI���O��R�STUV��WX�YZ[�\[]̂�[X_[_�̀a�b[c[de[̂�fgahi�YĵXkl[̂�mk̂�YZ[�����k�YkqX�c]mp�q]r�sffaif�g�u*v/)#7'39�wx-y?��x+�24�z��{/62(*1�|�|�:�1*+61'/6'23+�#37*1�6<*�,'A'39�>'6<�B2A'7}z~��)03�01*�'3�8)0/*�421�B2?�=)'92�037�01*�*v8*/6*7�62�(*�'3�8)0/*�421���>**;+?���<')*�6<*�1*+61'/6'23+�01*�'3�8)0/*:�6<*�/045�/03�28*106*�23�0�60;*}0>0%�23)%�(0+'+?��"#$$%�&'(()*+�,-.�*v8*/6+�6<06�'3�6<*��}>**;�8*1'27�24�1*+61'/6'23+:�6#132A*1�>'))�(*�08812v'$06*)%�s�ihgg����Z�r�̂[�̂[r[XYr�a�?����24�6<*�1*)*A036�6#132A*1�0$2#36�421�6<*�/045:�'?*?�z�?����24�sfhi��t�u0A*109*�>**;)%�6#132A*1�421�6<*�/045�'3�|�z~�v��y?����DEFFG�HIJJKLM�N���SKTIF��x)6<2#9<�(26<�(#+'3*++�81*$'+*+�412$�><*1*�6<*�/045+�28*106*�01*�+#(�*/6�62��2A*13$*36�1*+61'/6'23+:�6<*�/2$803%�'+�326�*36'6)*7�62�/)0'$�03�xB-��'3�1*+8*/6�24�6<*�,*66*1;*33%�B045�(*/0#+*�6#132A*1�421�6<*�8*1'27�7#1'39�><'/<�6<*�1*+61'/6'23+�01*�'3�8)0/*�>'))�326�(*�)*++�6<03�|���421�6<*�/2$8010()*�8*1'27�'3�|�z~?��2>*A*1:�"#$$%�&'(()*+�,-.�'+�*36'6)*7�62�088)%�62�C*A*3#*�421�03�xB-��'3�1*+8*/6�24�6<*�=)'92�B045�421�6<*�/)0'$�8*1'27�z��{/62(*1�62�|�.*/*$(*1?��-<*�0$2#36�24�6<*�xB-��6<06�6<*�/2$803%�'+�[XY�Y�[_�Yk�mk̂�YZ�r�c�]�d��[̂�k_��r�c]�cj�]Y[_�e\�̂[m[̂[Xc[�Yk�YZ[�����k�YkqX�c]mp�r�6#132A*1�421�|�z~�037�6<*�3#$(*1�24�4#))�>**;+�6<06�/2$81'+*�6<*�/)0'$�8*1'27:�0+�42))2>+���xA*109*�>**;)%�6#132A*1�|�z~� s�iftt����[��sffaif�g���tf��ag �km�s�iftt�� � � s�ft�tg�&#$(*1�24�4#))�>**;+�� � ���s�ft�tg�¡���� � � ¢£�¤��r�sfih���tg��



���������	
��	��
���������	��������

����

������������ !� "#���"��$"%�&' ("�)����*��#+�+,�-.//0�1 22'���345�!)#�/)6��)�#�7�!') /��"�������*��#+�+�8�� "+�"������� !� "#�,�7���������&' ("�2.� #����!"#� #.����"�9.)' �0%�:;<<=�>?@@ABC�DEF�G?AA�@B�BHI?IABJ�IK�L�ML=<BHI�KN�OPQRSRT�NKU�BVBU=�GBBW�KN�IXB�HBG�!') /�8�� "+%����� ��')������)#�8 ������)������3�����6�##0�!)�Y�+ +�#"��+"�)��7�''�)���)+�2��#��*8�!��+,�����!"/8)#0�/)0����#�2���#� �'�+��"�)88'0��"��)#�Z$4[,�)��'"#(�)��)�!') /� ��/)+��7 �� #�\�7��6��"������!"//�#!�/�#��"����������� !��+�8�� "+%��& / ')�'0,�����!"/8)#0�/)0�2���#� �'�+��"�/)6��)�!') /��"��)#�Z$4[� #����8�!��"������3�����6�##0�!)�Y��"��)�')����8�� "+�"������� !� "#�%��4���!"/8)#0��)��� '�+�]Z4����.�#��)#+��)���)*�!'�)�)#!�%����̂_̀abcd�ef��g�%�-��.#��)��/)''�+)#!����.+ "���"/�8��/ ���� #�$"%�$')��,���"/�7� !��������)!����!"#��/8"�)�0�+)#!���"�(�".8��"��!� '+��#�)#+����#)(����"#�)�8)��h� /��2)� �%��i���I;UHKVBU�?H�QTjk�GLC�OlRmjTT�LHJ�CXB�?C�HKI�UBn?CIBUBJ�NKU�opES��pC�KN�jl�qrIK@BU�sIXB�+)�������$t&&�7)��)##".#!�+u,�3�v�'�������� !� "#��.#+�������3 v #(�7 ���$"v +h�w�x')#�)��� #�8')!���"��$"%�$')���)#+�)����*8�!��+��"�2�� #�8')!��.#� '�y�5�!�/2��%��Z��+)#!��!')�����/)0�#"���)6��8')!��+.� #(�����8�� "+�"������� !� "#�,�����!)#!�'��)''�!')������"������zh7��6�8�� "+� #�7� !����������� !� "#��)��� #�8')!��)#+� ��.������.#+���"�)���!��+�!.��"/���%��Z��)����.'�,������*8�!����"��)v��#"��.�#"v����"������zh7��6�8�� "+%����{)��+�"#������"��(" #(,����� ���#� �'�+��"�)88'0��"�t�v�#.���"��)#�Z$4[��"������!') /�8�� "+,����|!�"2����"�y�5�!�/2���}����7 ''�#��+��"�)88'0��"���)*�!'�)�)#!�u�)���"''"7�~��Zv��)(��7��6'0��.�#"v���y��w� O��R�s?SBS�OlRmjTT���RQ��jT��KN�O��R�� � � O��SRT�1./2���"���.''�7��6��� � z��O��SRT����� � � � p�E��?C�OP�RSRT�������������� !� "#���"��$"%�$')���)����*��#+�+,�g�%�-�!)#�/)6��)�#�7�!') /��"�������*��#+�+�8�� "+�"������� !� "#�,�7���������2.� #����!"#� #.����"�9.)' �0%�&���7 ''�2��BHI?IABJ�IK�L�ML=<BHI�KN�O��SRT�NKU�BVBU=�GBBW�KN�IXB�HBG�rAL?<�MBU?KJS��������



���������	
��	��
���������	��������

����

��������� !��"#$%&�'#(�)*&+,#&-�,�.%)#/012�+&#,0%�)3#%&#�4+)5�,�63-01&--�310#�01�#/&�7)+8�"/)**012�7&1#+&�01�7)9�7)+89���:/&�7);0(�+&-#+0.#0)1-�01�*%,.&�+&<30+&�,%%�1)1=&--&1#0,%�+&#,0%�)3#%&#-�#)�.%)-&>�7)+8�"/)**012�7&1#+&�?0%%�+&5,01�)*&1�4)+�#/&�*&+0)(�)4�#/&-&�+&-#+0.#0)1-�#)�#/&�*36%0.�,-�)#/&+�&--&1#0,%�+&#,0%�)3#%&#-�)*&+,#&�01�#/&�.&1#+&�-3./�,-�,�*/,+5,.$�,1(�4))(�+&#,0%�)3#%&#9��"#$%&�'#(�0-�+&<30+&(�#)�.%)-&�,-�#/&$�,+&�*+)/060#&(�4+)5�,%%)?012�.3-#)5&+-�01#)�#/&�63-01&--�*+&50-&->�#/&+&4)+&�"#$%&�'#(�5,$�5,8&�,�.%,05�4)+�#/&�+&-#+0.#&(�*&+0)(�,11)31.&(�)4���?&&8-9����@,-&(�)1�#/&�4)+&2)012>�"#$%&�'#(�0-�&1#0#%&(�#)�,**%$�#)�A&;&13&�4)+�,1�B7:C�4)+�#/&�.%,05�*&+0)(>�D�E);&56&+�#)��F�E);&56&+�G"#$%&�'#(�?0%%�1&&(�#)�,**%$�4)+�#,H�.%&,+,1.&I�,-�4)%%)?-J��B;&+,2&�?&&8%$�#3+1);&+��KLF� M�>DDN�OPQRQ�MLNK>KKK�S�N�I�TUV�WX�M�>DDN�� � � M�DD�E356&+�)4�43%%�?&&8-�� � ���MYZZ�[�\� � � � ]̂_̀�Pa�MZbc���� �



���������	
��	��
���������	��������

����

���� ������ ! "� #�� $%#�$%#��&'�(" �$)��*+,+� -./�.�01.23�45�62789:.6/;���%�%� �<%�)&#�(" �$)� #�=>?@� #�����" �%���� #)<��%)��� ����%�<%�)&#��)�#&��%#���"%���&���A�BCD�EFGHIJE�KLEM�NLE�IEDOCMPO�NQDMCRED�BCD�NLE�SJGTH�IEDTCU�TO�VDEGNED�NLGM�EFIESNEUW�NLE�<%�)&#�( #�!����� !���%�(" �$�XYZ��[�#&��'Y�#\�]%̂%#_%��� ����%�<%�)&#��)�!����� !�#\���%�(" �$̀� #��[��%< Y�#\���%�=>?@��&�]%̂%#_%���a�&̂��%����%�<%�)&#��&%)�)&� )�)&&#� )��)��% )&# X"Y�<� (��( "A�<%# "��%)� #���#�%�%)��!�""�#&��X%� <<"�%����*+b+� -./�.�01.23�45�:59c059;���%�%� �<%�)&#�(" �$)� #�=>?@� #�����" �%���� #)<��%)��� ����%� $&_#��(" �$%��%d(%%�%����%� $&_#���� ����%�<%�)&#�! )�%#���"%���&A�'&��%d $<"%�X%( _)%���%�<%�)&#�$�)( "(_" �%����%��� ̂%� \%�!%%e"Y��_�#&̂%��'&��fghi�j&��fgfg�'&��#%!�X_)�#%))%)kA���%�<%�)&#�( #��%�_(%���%� $&_#��(" �$%��XYZ��[�#&��'Y�#\�]%̂%#_%��� ����%�<%�)&#��)��%�_(�#\���%�(" �$̀� #��[��%< Y�#\��&�]%̂%#_%���%� $&_#���� ��! )�(" �$%���#�%��&����a�&̂��%����%�<%�)&#��&%)�)&� )�)&&#� )��)��% )&# X"Y�<� (��( X"%A�<%# "��%)� #���#�%�%)��!�""�#&��X%� <<"�%����*+l+� m2789:.6.1�no�./�p-qr�4s�t5u5/c5���%�%� �(" �$�'&�� #�=>?@��)�)_X)%v_%#�"Y�'&_#���&�X%�_# _��&��)%��&��&̂%�)� �%�A���%#���%�%� �%��$<"�( ��&#)��%" ��#\��&���%�'&""&!�#\Z��[�>" !X (e�&'���%� �����&# "�� d��_%��[�w#�%�%)���[�a%# "��%)��[�a&))�X"%�<_X"�( ��&#����%�%� �(" !X (e� ��)%)�&#���%�=>?@� $&_#�A� �x(�%�_"%�y�> )%�wz� ))%))$%#��!�""�X%�$ �%�XY�]%̂%#_%��������h��>&$< #Y�(" !X (e�{�> )%�wz�&'�x(�%�_"%�y��?�%�(" !X (e� $&_#���)�( "(_" �%��&#���%�=>?@� $&_#���� ���)� )�_# _��&��)%��&��&̂%�)� �%�A�!��(���)� #� $&_#��%v_ "��&�|���$%)���%�%d(%))�=>?@�(" �$%�����%�%���%�=>?@��)�(" !%��X (eA� �(&$< #Y��)�<�&��X��%��'�&$�&'')%���#\� #Y�(�%���)A�"&))%)A�%d<%#)%)�&���



���������	
��	��
���������	��������

����

������������ �!�"#�#$�#�#�%��!�&!�!#'(�)$������&��*��+�,�#��!�����#��##-��#�#$�����"����+.��'�",-�$�- �(�/012345�67��8���+.��'�+�*�"������!+�9�-����8:);�!��-�".��#��9������!+�.�-!�<(�)$���+�,�#��9�#$��8:);�9�-�#$��=>?@�>AB>B�CDEDFEFGFG�H?I�JDKLGGGM�NA�?�OPQRST?AO>�@>UT>HL�VW>�XYZ[�OS?TQ�H?I�?Q>AB>B�VP�JKLGGGM�ZW>�\A?\VWP@TI>B�OS?TQ�@>S?V>B�VP�VW>�TAOP@@>OV�?SSPO?VTPA��9�#,-��]�-�9-�+���&,"!��""�.-�+!"�"�!���� �� -�.$!��������#!����$!�$���"���#�"! �!9!���#�'�!+.��#�<�&'�̂�]�-�+��#�-�"#-!�#!��"(���)��-���]�-�#$!"��+�,�#_�����""�""+��#�!"�+�<��,�<�-�:�"��̀a��9�b�$�<,���c�!��#$��",+��9�d�VTQ>I�VW>�?QP\AV�Pe�VW>�\A?\VWP@TI>B�?QP\AV�fJDGLGGGgdh_��$!�$��!���&���$�- �<�#����-.�-�#!���#�%��#�ijkl��8""�""�<��:�"��̀a�� � � JdGLGGG�:$�- �<�#��:)�m�ijk�� JDGLGGGn��n�)$!"���",-�"�#$�#�#$���+�,�#�#$�#�"$�,�<���#�$�]��&�������!+�<�!"�9,��'�-���]�-�<(��̀#�-�"#���<�#�%� ��-�<�.����#!�"��!����..�'�9-�+�#$��<�'�#$��,��,#$�-!"�<����!+���"�.�!<(�����o(�(i(�̀�<!]!<,�������&��*�p�:�"��̀a��9�b�$�<,���c��)$������&��*��+�,�#�!"�����,��#�<����#$��8:);��+�,�#�#$�#�!"��"�,��,#$�-!"�<��-��]�-"#�#�<_��$!�$�!"�����+�,�#��q,���#��j�#!+�"�#$���%��""�8:);����!+�<(�r$�-��#$��8:);�!"������<�&��*_����<�<,�#!��_�-��!�9_�#�%��-�<!#��-�-�<,�#!���!��#�%�!"�.�-+!##�<�� �!�"#�#$�#�#�%��!�&!�!#'(�/012345�st��8��!�<!]!<,���"����#-�<�-�+�*�"������!+�9�-����8:);�!��-�".��#��9������!+�.�-!�<(�)$��?QP\AV�Pe�VW>�XYZ[�eP@�=>?@�>AB>B�CDEDFEFGFG�H?I�JDGLGGGM�NA�?�OPQRST?AO>�@>UT>HL�VW>�XYZ[�OS?TQ�H?I�?Q>AB>B�VP�JATSM�ZW>�\A?\VWP@TI>B�OS?TQ�@>S?V>B�VP�?�V?u>?H?=M�ZW>�#�*����'���"���#���-���]��#�&,"!��""��"�#$�'���-����#�-�"#-!�#�<�9-�+��,"#�+�-"��##��<!� �#$�!-�&,"!��""�.-�+!"�"�,�<�-�̂�]�-�+��#�-�"#-!�#!��"(��)��-���]�-�#$!"��+�,�#��9�#�%_�����""�""+��#�!"�+�<��,�<�-�:�"��̀a��9�b�$�<,���c�!��#$��I\Q�Pe�K�VTQ>I�VW>�?QP\AV�Pe�VW>�\A?\VWP@TI>B�?QP\AV�fJDGLGGGgKhL�HWTOW�HTSS�v>��$�- �<��#�#$��"#��<�-<�-�#���9�!���+��#�%l��8""�""�<��:�"�"�̀a�̀���+��� � � � � JKGLGGG�:$�- �<�#��"#��<�-<�-�#���9�!���+��#�%�m�iwk� JDGLGGGg��n�)$!"���",-�"�#$�#�#$���+�,�#�#$�#�"$�,�<���#�$�]��&�������!+�<�!"�9,��'�-���]�-�<(��̀#�-�"#���<�#�%� ��-�<�.����#!�"��!����..�'�9-�+�#$��<�'�#$���,#$�-!"�<����!+���"�.�!<(�



���������	
��	��
���������	��������

����

�������������� !���"�#$%�&'� &(���##�&'� &(���)*�+����#���� !�&,�'*�+-��%���(�� *��.�,��/0��,,�,,1�� 2�,�' &(��34��5�(6� *��7�8�,�.(�,(�&"� &(��9' �3::����"� *��;<=>�<?�@ABCDEC>�?<A�F>G>HI>�JI=ED�BH=�<DK>A�;<LMNEBHC>�OHD>AG>HDE<HP�Q&����##�!���$%�&'� &(��(�� *���&, �(6� �8�"�6�$� �+,�$�"�+�,�' &(��34RS�(6� *��7�8�,�.(�,(�&"� &(��9' �3::��1�!���,(��##�!2�Q*�+�� *��'+& �+&��&��+��� &(�� (� �82�&� �+�, ���"�#���� &�,��+��1� ��� �



���������	
��	��
���������	��������

����

���� ������� !��"#�$%# &'�()%�*%� &�+�,-.#��#��'�-�/0#1������$*,�2&00�/#�'�3#��&�')��"")4�'�25#��"�0"40�'&�+�'5#�'�-�/0#�'%� &�+�.%)(&'��)(���"0�&6��'�/7�%# 4"&�+�'5#��6)4�'�)(� # 4"'&/0#�#-.#� &'4%#�8�#-.#� &'4%#�25&"5�&��%#!#�4#�&����'4%#9��� �&�"4%%# �25)007��� �#-"04�&!#07�()%�'5#�.4%.)�#�)(�'5#�'%� #�8�25&"5�2)40 �&�"04 #��00�")66)��/4�&�#���(&-# �")�'���4"5����%#�'9�&��4%��"#9�0&+5'�:�5#�'��� �2�+#������;5&0�'�����$*,�2&00�%# 4"#�'5#��6)4�'�)(�'%� &�+�#-.#��#��'5�'��%#� # 4"'&/0#�&��")6.4'&�+�'5#�'�-�/0#�&�")6#�)(���/4�&�#��9�&'�2&00��)'�%#�40'�&������  &'&)��0�'�-�0&�/&0&'7�4�0#���'5�'�/4�&�#���5���'%� &�+�.%)(&'��()%�'5#�7#�%��;5#%#���/4�&�#���&��&����0)��<6�3&�+�.)�&'&)�9�����$*,�2&00�5�!#�'5#�#((#"'�)(�%# 4"&�+�'5#��6)4�'�)(�'%� &�+�0)��#���!�&0�/0#�()%�)((�#'��+�&��'�(4'4%#�)%�.%#!&)4��.%)(&'��)(�'5#�/4�&�#���������'5#�#-�6.0#�/#0)2=�>�?@AA�B>CDEFG�HI�JK=LLL�2&00�%#�40'�MF�>NNMGMHF>O�G>P�HI�JKQR�IHS�GTE�.%)(&'�/0#�/4�&�#����U)%�'5#�/4�&�#���&����0)��<6�3&�+�.)�&'&)�9�'5#�$VWW�.�76#�'�2&00�5�!#�'5#�#((#"'�)(�%# 4"&�+�'5#��6)4�'�)(�'%� &�+�0)��#���!�&0�/0#�()%�)((�#'��+�&��'�(4'4%#�)%�BSEXMHYZ�BSHIMGZ�HI�GTE�[YZMFEZZ=�>\>MF�>�SENY]GMHF�MF�>X>MO>[OE�G>P�OHZZEZ�HI�JKQR�IHS�EXESC�JK=LLL�?@AA�B>CDEFG�SE]EMXEN̂�������_̀abcde�fg� ������ � ������ ������ hijklm� njoo����� ������ paqlrs� paqlrs����� ������ tjbcaru� tjbcaru����� ������ � ���vrwjbe� ������ J� J���*4%�)!#%�(%)6�).#%�'&)���� �� xyy9yyy� zy9yyy����� ������ � ���_̀ceroeo� ������ � ���V#�'� ������ {z9yyy� {z9yyy���V�'#�� ������ z9yyy� z9yyy������4%��"#� ���� {z9yyy� {z9yyy���|'&0&'&#�� ������ xy9yyy� xy9yyy���$VWW�}�76#�'� ���� ~x9yyy�� ~x9yyy������ ������ ��9yyy� ��9yyy��� ��� � ���}%)(&'���~�)����.#%��"")4�'�� �� ��9yyy� ~x�9yyy���� � � ��tjicjiamljr��à�t�aise�� � �9zyy� ���������
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